Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC

Via Electronic Comment Filing System
In the matter of:

Petition to impose a                 )

Bandwidth-based system               )      RM-11306
Of coordinating modes and            )

Activities in the Amateur Service    )
To the Commissioners:
The greater community of concerned, interested, and active 
licensees will applaud the decision by the American Radio 
Relay League ("ARRL") a small, non-profit publishing and 
membership group, to withdraw its threatened scheme to impose a bandwidth-based system of coordinating the modes and activities employed in the Amateur Service governed under FCC regulations Part 97. 

In public statements not yet filed with the Commission, the club acknowledges "widespread" opposition to its proposal from the broader amateur community, most of which does not subscribe to the company on behalf of which this misguided petition was filed. The company, which operates a ham radio station "W1AW" licensed to its compound in Newington, Connecticut, has filed statements with the U.S. Postal Service indicating only one in five (20%) licensed Amateur stations subscribe to their group.

For the record, it is important to note that this club, after soliciting outside reaction among subscribers and the 80 percent of licensees who are not part of their group, was provided early notice by the subsequent response that it did not have significant support for what was a draft concept first floated publicly several years ago. 
The ARRL's highest ranking paid administrator, David Sumner, has admitted a majority of those responding to his group's appeal for support came out against the draft idea. Despite this warning, the company’s published record reveals several paid staff, including lobbyist Paul Rinaldo, continued to pressure the group's volunteer internal administrators, who then reluctantly permitted the threat represented by this Petition to move ahead.
It was thus no surprise after the FCC accepted the Petition so that it could be placed on the Public Docket for official, formal reaction, that the outpouring of opposition was overwhelming. A review of the hundreds of timely-filed Comments in the proceeding of RM-11306 show the opposition outnumbered the few supporters of this plan on a ratio of at least six-to-one, and possibly as high as eight-to-one, depending on how clearly one could interpret the sentiments expressed to the FCC via the agency's Electronic Comment Filing System.

The ARRL's administrators misunderstand their constituency in this matter. Their club's managers have failed to acknowledge the consistent dispute the majority of licensees has expressed against the basic concept of substituting a bandwidth-based system of coordination for today's popular, accepted way of cooperative operating. 
Of greater long-term concern, the League also has a troubling misperception about the use of the federal regulatory structure to provide unfair advantages to specialized, novel modes and activities that may never, and in some cases, should not be embraced by the greater Amateur community.

The company's own station, W1AW, has no published record indicating experiments or activity involving the modes the ARRL wished to promote with this failed Petition now withdrawn from the Commission's consideration.

While you no longer have an immediate need to review and consider the Comments filed in this proceeding as a result of the Petitioner's decision to Withdraw RM-11306, please know that the hundreds of informed, well-expressed, strongly based Opposition remarks submitted for the record shall be a resource for you to examine in the future, should this group follow through on a freshly stated threat to submit a similar Petition to your agency.

A review at that time can help guide your decision whether to allow such a scheme to again consume valuable Agency resources. You may conclude, as the broader Amateur community has done, that the concept expressed by Petitioner is discredited as not appropriate for the Amateur Service, and thus should be precluded from occupying another spot on the Public Docket. 
Although not of direct concern to the FCC, the Petitioner is struggling to find ways to stem declining business revenue and to halt a prolonged slide in its ability to recruit and retain subscribers. Such motivation in its regulatory dealings carries a constant risk of subjugating the interests of the Amateur Service. 
While the ARRL should be allowed to file thoughtful and responsible Petitions, the group is hereby cautioned by the aftermath of RM-11306 that it cannot act unilaterally, and must work cooperatively with the majority of concerned, interested and active licensees who outnumber the subscribers to this club, and may disagree with how the ARRL tries to assuage its internal needs at the potential expense to the rest of us.
Submitted for the Public Record,

/s/

Paul S. Courson

WA3VJB

Advanced Class licensee
